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2022 was a year of significant prog-
ress at Samforsk. Apart from the inau-
guration of our brand new deliberation 
laboratories, we had the honor to host 
the Summer School in Deliberative De-
mocracy and Public Opinion. Moreover, 
we welcomed additional members to 
our Samforsk team and several visiting 
fellows during 2022.

In this annual report, we want to share 
with you our projects and events of the 
past year.

2022
Forewords
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The Future of Democracy, 
FutuDem
For more information about FutuDem, 
please visit our homepage:  
www.futudem.fi

The Finnish Research  
Infrastructure for Public 
Opinion, FIRIPO
For more information about FIRIPO, plea-
se visit our homepage: www.firipo.fi

BAROMETERN 
– online panel survey for 
Swedish speaking Finns

Within Barometern, two surveys were 
conducted in 2022. In addition, two 
reports were published in Swedish: 
Culture consumption, language relations 
and attitudes toward Swedish in 
Finland and Changes in the attitudes of 
Swedish-speaking Finns toward NATO 
2019–2022. The book Svenskfinland i 
pandemitider (eds. Thomas Karv & Jenny 
Backström) was also published during 
2022. In December, new participants 
were recruited to the panel. All the 
reports can be downloaded from www.
barometern.fi. Barometern is funded 
by the Swedish Cultural Foundation in 
Finland.

Public Research Seminar 
in Political Science
A recurring event where colleagues 
present their latest research.Please 
contact coordinator Jonas Schauman 
(jonas.schauman@abo.fi) if you would like 
to present at our seminars.
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FORGE
The research project Foresight 
and Future Generations in Law-
Making (FORGE) studied how future 
generations and their rights are 
taken into consideration in legislative 
processes. The aim of the project was 
to enhance the understanding of how 
future generations are considered 
in policymaking and how foresight 
could be better utilised in law-making. 
The research project supported the 
preparation of the second part of the 
Governmental report on the future and 
was a collaboration between researchers 
from Åbo Akademi University, the 
University of Turku and Tampere 
University. The project was conducted 
between January – November 2022. The 
Government’s analysis, assessment and 
research activities (VN TEAS) funded the 
project.

 EUComMeet
The EUComMeet project has entered 
a crucial stage. The past year was very 
eventful: we successfully submitted our 
deliverable, contributed to the yearly 
technical/financial report of the project, 
co-designed the survey for the pilots in 
schools and universities, and co-mode-
rated the simulations. Currently, we are 
preparing for the main deliberative event 
in the spring.
More information and recent updates 
about the project’s activities are available 
at:  https://www.eucommeet.eu/

New Staff at Samforsk 
Samforsk has welcomed four new 
members to the team this year. Project 
researcher Isak Vento is substituting 
Marina Lindell, who is now an Academy 
Research Fellow. Among other things, 
Isak is responsible for Barometern. 
Hanna Holmbäck and Lachlan Paterson 
are project assistants for FIRIPO and 
FutuDem, Eva Aspnäs is also new to the 
team, and works as a project assistant for 
FutuDem and EUCommeet.

http://www.futudem.fi
http://www.firipo.fi
http://www.barometern.fi.
http://www.barometern.fi.
https://www.eucommeet.eu/
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Deliberative Democracy
SAMFORSK  |   SUMMER SCHOOL 2022

Summer School 2022

The fourth Summer School in Deliberative Democracy and 
Public Opinion took place between the 20th and 22nd of June, 
in Åbo. It was organized by the Social Science Research Institute 
at Åbo Akademi University (Samforsk) in collaboration with Can-
berra University, the University of Turku, Tampere University, and 
the ECPR Standing Group on Democratic Innovations. This 
year’s Summer School was funded by the Future of Democracy 
(FutuDem) and the Finnish Research Infrastructure for Public Opi-
nion (FIRIPO). 

The theme for the 2022 Summer School was Understanding 
Public Deliberation – Contexts, Opinions and Consequences. The 
Summer School brought together 67 people from 27 different 
countries. Three inspiring keynote lectures were given, which all 
contextualized how deliberation can offer a new democratic 
pathway and solve societal issues. Professor James S. Fishkin 
(Stanford University) discussed the merits of deliberation in his 
keynote lecture, Can deliberation cure the ills of democracy? 

Professor Jane Suiter (Dublin City University) showed during her 
lecture, Irish citizens’ assemblies – the gradual process towards 
institutionalisation, a practical example of how deliberation was 
used in Ireland to decide on the legalization of abortion. Landing 
citizens’ assemblies: turning our grace to bureaucracy was the 
topic of Professor Graham Smith’s (University of Westminster) 
keynote. Research Director Lauri Rapeli (Åbo Akademi Universi-
ty) chaired the roundtable discussion The future of deliberative 
democracy. The panelists were Professor Andre Bächtiger (Uni-
versity of Stuttgart), Professor Nicole Curato (Canberra Universi-
ty), Professor Sofie Marien (KU Leuven) and Professor Kimmo 
Grönlund (Åbo Akademi University). As well as listening and ta-
king part in interesting discussions, doctoral candidates from all 
over the world got the chance to present their papers and get 
feedback from their peers and senior colleagues. The organizers 
would like to thank everyone that participated in the Summer 
School!

‹ Top left - top right: Dean Marko Joas holding his welcome speech |   Par-

ticipants listening to a Keynote lecture | Group picture of the Summer 

School participants |  Paper session ongoing in the deliberation laborato-

ries.
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ECPR Standing Group on 
Democratic Innovations

Marina Lindell has been chairing the 
ECPR Standing Group on Democratic 
Innovations together with Hannah 
Werner. The SG had the following main 
activities: 2022 Joint Sessions: Workshop 
endorsed, Direct Democracy and Public 
Policies:  Understanding Motivations and 
Consequences. 2022 General 
Conference: Section endorsed, 
Democratizing Democratic Innovations. 
Online Webinar Series – Democracy 
Rebooted: Deliberative Responses to 
Planetary Challenges?

SAMFORSK  |   OTHER NEWSSAMFORSK  |   OTHER NEWS

The deliberation laboratories in full use for the 
first time during the IAB meeting and the Sum-
mer School.

International Advisory Board 
Meeting, FIRIPO & FutuDem

On June 17, FutuDem’s and FIRIPO’s 
international advisory boards met for an 
in-person meeting in Åbo. The meeting 
was held jointly with the IAB members of 
both FutuDem and FIRIPO. The all-day 
meeting took place in Samforsk's 
discussion laboratories. At the meeting, 
current research plans were discussed 
and the new laboratories were 
presented.

Janette Huttunen recieved her 
doctoral degrgee

Janette Huttunen defended her doctoral 
dissertation titled Young people, 
democracy and political participation. 
Four perspectives on younger citizens’ 
democratic engagement in Finland on 
May 25. The opponent was professor 
Laura Morales from Science Po (Paris 
Institute of Political Studies).

Photo: Säde Pusa.

 James S. Fishkin,
Honorary Doctor at Åbo 
Akakdemi University

Professor James S. Fishkin (Stanford 
University) was conferred the title 
Honorary Doctor of Social Sciences in 
recognition of his groundbreaking 
research on deliberative democracy. His 
model of Deliberative Polling is 
universally the most used method for 
deliberative citizen discussions. James S. 
Fishkin is a member of the Advisory 
Boards for FutuDem  and FIRIPO.

Marina Lindell new Academy 
Research Fellow 2022-2027

Marina Lindell recieved funding from 
the Academy of Finland as an Academy 
Researcher for her project Re-thinking 
opinion change: The role of framing, 
communications dynamics and 
personality for 2022–2027.

Brand new deliberation
laboratories at ÅAU

During spring, we were delighted to 
inaugurate our brand new discussion 
laboratories, or deliberation laboratories, 
in the ASA building. They are part of the 
Finnish Research Infrastructure for Public 
Opinion consortium (FIRIPO), led by 
Professor Kimmo Grönlund, which since 

Guest lecture, Dr. Olga Onuch

On May 30, Dr. Olga Onuch (University 
of Manchester) held a highly topical 
guest lecture titled Support for 
Democracy and Civic Duty among 
Ukrainians: Understanding the Basis for 
Civilian Resistance. Dr. Onuch (DPhil 
Oxford) is a Senior Lecturer in Politics at 
the University of Manchester, and a 
leading expert in mass mobilization, 
social movements and public opinion 
research in new democracies.

Other News Visiting scholars program 2022
Sergiu Gherghina – University of Glas-
gow, April • Franziska Mayer – Univer-
sität Stuttgart, June • Saskia Goldberg 
– KU Leuven, June • Sebastien Rojon – 
Université Libre de Bruxelles, June • Gra-
ham Smith – University of Westminster, 
June • Nicole Curato – University of Can-
berra, June • Luca Bernardi – University 
of Liverpool, September • Anton Bränn-
lund – Uppsala University, 2022/2023.

Outgoing scholars
Nanuli Silagadze – University of Siena, 
March–June / Goethe University Frankfurt 
am Main, October / Babeş-Bolyai Univer-
sity, November • Fredrik Malmberg – 
Linköping University, January – July • Kim 
Backström – University of Gothenburg, 
October – December • Kimmo Grön-
lund – Stanford University, October – 
November • Janette Huttunen – Goethe 
University, November – January.

› Bottom left – top right: 
Graham Smith, Saskia 
Goldberg, Luca Bernardi, 
Franziska Maier, Nicole 
Curato, Sergiu Gerghina, 
Sebastien Rojon, and  
Anton Brännlund.

2021 is part of the roadmap for national 
research infrastructures in Finland. Apart 
from enabling high tech solutions for 
conducting research, the laboratories 
provides an excellent teaching 
environment where all participants can 
be seen and heard equally well. The 
laboratories consists of two large rooms 
with four round tables, equipped with 
the latest video conferencing 
technology. In addition, the rooms have 
sound-absorbing curtains and carpets. 
With state of the art 360° cameras and 
roof microphones, the laboratories 
provide interesting new research 
possibilities.  For more information about 
the laboratories, please contact FIRIPO’s 
coordinator Rasmus Sirén or project 
assistant Hanna Holmbäck.
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The Samforsk team
Kimmo Grönlund  |  Professor, Director

Lauri Rapeli  |  PhD, Director of Research

Marina Lindell  |  PhD, Research Fellow

Inga Saikkonen  |  PhD, Academy Research Fellow

Kaisa Herne  |  Professor, Senior Research Fellow

Maija Jäske  |  PhD, Postdoctoral researcher

Nanuli Silagadze  |  PhD, Postdoctoral researcher

Janette Huttunen  |  PhD, Postdoctoral researcher

Kim Backström  |  PhD Candidate

Rasmus Sirén  |  PM, Coordinator FIRIPO

Albert Weckman  |  PhD Candidate,  Coordinator FutuDem

Jonas Schauman  |  PhD Candidate, Project Assistant

Isak Vento | PhD, Researcher

Lachlan Paterson | PK, Project  Assistant

Hanna Holmbäck  |  PK, Project Assistant

Eva Aspnäs | PM, Project Assistant

Jesper Eklund | PK, Project Assistant

Find out more
For more information about Samforsk please visit  
our webpage at www.abo.fi/en/samforsk 

Photos: Ian Granström (pages 1,  2, 6, 8 & 12)

Editors: Albert Weckman and Eva Aspnäs
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