Installation Publication for
Professor |6zsef Mezei

L

I

o

i

i




I, J6zsef Mezei, was born on the 18th of January, 1985 in Hungary. Upon completing
my high school education at Kossuth Lajos Gimnazium, Cegléd, I embarked on my aca-
demic journey. Following my fascination and passion with mathematics, shaped by an
inspiring high school teacher, led me to an academic career that started at the E6tvds
Lorand University in Budapest, where [ achieved my MSc in Mathematics with distinc-
tion in 2008, with a special focus on statistics, financial and insurance mathematics.
After moving to Finland, I was conferred Doctor of Science in Business Administration
and Economics in December 2011, graduating as a student of Turku Center for Com-
puter Science at the Department of Information Technologies, Abo Akademi University
in Turku. My doctoral thesis, entitled ‘A Quantitative View on Fuzzy Numbers’, focused
on developing decision-making models making use of information in the form of fuzzy
sets.

My research in academia has focused on developing decision support tools to be used
in organizations, in particular in the presence of imprecise information. My post-
doctoral studies provided me with the opportunity to work alongside esteemed pro-
fessionals in the field. I was fortunate to be a part of the research group of Professor
Christer Carlsson at the Institute for Advanced Management Systems Research at Abo
Akademi University. Later, | worked as a post-doctoral researcher at Lappeenranta
University of Technology under the leadership of Professor Mikael Collan. During this
period, I had collaborated with dozens of researchers from different academic domains
(business, economics, finance, health care, engineering) and from universities from
various countries (Finland, Italy, Spain, Hungary, and the Netherlands). These experi-
ences refined my analytical prowess and broadened my perspective on the practical
applications of fuzzy logic.

During my early career, I found myself transitioning between academia and industry,
always in roles that required a deep analytical perspective. My time as a Senior Data
Scientist, in particular my experience working in developing solutions for health care
in Avaintec Oy, enhanced my knowledge about the practicalities of applying machine
learning models. These experiences in the industry have constantly reminded me of
the importance of producing relevant results that can have a tangible impact on real-
world problems. With over 90 peer-reviewed and co-authored articles published in
journals, conferences, and edited volumes, I have tried to disseminate my knowledge
and findings to a broader audience. Collaboration has always been at the heart of my
endeavors. | relish the opportunity to work with individuals from diverse backgrounds
and various domains. These collaborations, I believe, are where true innovations and
breakthroughs emerge.

In 2022, I was honored with the position of Professor in Business Administration and
Data Analytics at Abo Akademi University. A year later, in 2023, I took on the responsi-
bility as the Head of the Governance of Digitalization Master’s programme. These roles
not only allow me to share my insights with the next generation but also help shape
the future leaders of the digital age. I am driven by the potential of what is yet to be
discovered and the promise of what we can achieve together in the world of data and

analytics.
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Personal Information
Born on January 18, 1985, in Cegléd, Hungary

Family: Married to Jie Guo, children Annabelle (born 2014), Emilia (born 2019)

Degrees, Docent Title

2011: Doctor of Science in Business Administration and Economics (major: Informa-
tion Systems), Abo Akademi University

2008: MSc in Mathematics (Financial and Insurance Mathematics), E6tvos Lorand Uni-
versity, Hungary

2013: Docent in Information Systems (Soft Computing and Decision Analytics), Abo
Akademi University

2013: Docent in Finance (Real option valuation and mathematical modeling in finance),
LUT Lappeenranta-Lahti University of Technology

Employment
2022-: Professor in Information Systems, Faculty of Social Sciences, Business and Eco-
nomics, and Law, Abo Akademi University

2018-2022: Associate Professor in Information Systems, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Business and Economics, Abo Akademi University

2017-: Senior Data Scientist, Avaintec Oy
2016-2017: Senior Data Scientist, F-Secure

2016-2017: Research Fellow, School of Business and Management, Lappeenranta Uni-
versity of Technology

2015-2016: Researcher, RiskLab Finland, Arcada University of Applied Sciences

2013-2016: Postdoctoral Researcher, Faculty of Social Sciences, Business and Econom-
ics, Abo Akademi University

2012-2013: Postdoctoral Researcher, IAMSR, Abo Akademi University

Academic Merits
Reviewer for three doctoral dissertations (LUT University, University of Jyvaskyld)

Expert in the evaluation process for docent title (LUT University)
Member of several evaluation boards (AA)
Organizer/co-chair of session and mini-tracks in academic conference (HICSS)

Reviewer of over 100 international article manuscripts

22



Supervision and leadership
Supervisor for approx. annually 4 Master’s theses, total 28 since 2015

Main supervisor for 5 ongoing doctoral theses. Assistant supervisor for ten doctoral
theses (three of which graduated)

Head of the international Master’s programme Governance of Digitalization since 2023
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